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I have always enjoyed allegorical stories with a simple narrative and a hidden  
or camouflaged meaning. As I reflect on my work, I can see the influence of this 
literary tool. My paintings employ the recognizable language of landscapes— 
a horizon line, sky, water, trees—to express a straight-forward narrative. Other, 
more complex, ideas are entwined in the scene and intended to be visible only 
upon close viewing. In this way, the paintings are a sort of visual allegory, 
expressing a direct, often visually appealing, landscape narrative with a secondary 
story of marks and symbols—something like personal hieroglyphics—woven 
through it. These “hieroglyphics” create a distraction to or interruption of the 
main narrative and are often repeated, form a pattern, or recur across paintings. 
While these secondary stories engage with a variety of concepts, displacement is 
a recurring theme and a consistent through line across my work. 
 


