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Gary Godbee received a B.F.A. degree in painting from Boston University in 
1974, and studied graduate painting at Brooklyn College and Montclair State 
University.  He currently teaches painting courses at the Montclair Art 
Museum School/ Yard School of Art, and the Center for Contemporary Art in 
Bedminster. 
 
Gary is best known for his realist landscape paintings. Recent one-person 
exhibitions include shows at Studio 7 Gallery in Bernardsville, NJ, the Edward 
Williams Gallery at Fairleigh Dickenson University, and the J. Cacciola Gallery 
in NYC. His paintings have been included in group shows at Gallery Henoch 
in NYC, Super Real: Different Angles of Photorealism at the Citadelle Art 
Foundation in Canadian, Texas, and The Human Form, a show of figure 
paintings and drawings at Studio7 Gallery. He also participated in the show 
ACOPAL: Exhibition of Contemporary American Realism at the Beijing World 
Art Museum that subsequently traveled through major art centers in various 
cities in China in 2012 - 2013. This exhibition was also shown at the Butler 
Institute in Youngstown, Ohio, and at the National Arts Club in NYC.  
 
His work was also featured in the 2017 and 2010 NJ Arts Annuals at the NJ 
State Museum in Trenton and in 2005 NJ Arts Annual at the Montclair Art 
Museum. He received Fellowships in 2004 and 1994 from the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts, exceptional merit awards from the City Without 
Walls Gallery in Newark in 2002 and 1995, and a merit award from the 
Portrait Institute in New York in 1996. 
 
Gary is represented by Gallery Henoch in NYC and by Studio 7 Art Gallery in 
Bernardsville, NJ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Artist Statement 
 

As a realist painter, I’m often beset by the idea that my work appears to 
some viewers as too real, and to others as not real enough.  The problem 
with replicating the visual world is that there is simply too much to include, 
and attempts at simplification are inherently “untruthful”.  This creates a 
problem for the artist who might be in search of truth, or veracity, or even 
objectivity.  There really is no such thing when it comes to art. 
 
Painting is all about artifice.  We make marks on two dimensional surfaces 
and create illusions of space and form.  For me, the priority has always 
been the creation of a convincing composition that makes my visual point, 
one which also creates an emotional connection with the viewer.  Each 
painting is the result of a process of modification and distillation.   
I look for a balance between mark-making and illusion in my work, so that 
there is an awareness of surface and a painterly process as well as the 
appreciation of a believable and compelling image. As my landscape paintings 
have continued to develop, I’ve found myself searching for even greater clarity 
in each composition I undertake so that I communicate my vision in the most 
unfiltered way possible.   
 

- Gary Godbee 


